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hut because it would be unseemly for one whose mind was
clouded to wear the consecrated garments of the Order.
As he was exhausted from struggling against us, we gave
him a sleeping draught and shut him up for the night
in his chamber. His hat and garments were sealed in a
packet marked with his name and laid away, to be re-
turned to him with all honor when the cloud had lifted.
"These things occurred in the month of Ramadan, so
that, contrary to our custom at other seasons, we danced
again the following night. The demented man had lain
all day exhausted, but quiet, and had suffered willingly
the ministrations of our physician.
"But the madness came upon him again that night, and
he tore off his garments so that he was naked, and fled
from his chamber along a corridor which led to the bal-
cony, and sprang like a goat in his nakedness, crashing
through the wooden railing, down upon the floor among
us, screaming, cWoe to the false sheik !*
"We seized him and put heavy chains upon his arms
and carried him struggling to a chamber, where he lay
upon a pallet like one dead. Yet even so, lest the vio-
lence come again, we locked another chain around his
waist and fastened it to an iron ring, so that he might
not escape to harm himself or others. And we planned
that on the morrow we would dispatch a messenger to
Damascus, asking that he be transported thither.
"But, alas, on the morrow it was too late. On that
same night, the tragedy befell. You are my friend, and
I may speak of it, I had a beloved daughter, Yamile,
who was still more child than woman, yet at the age when
childhood ends and womanhood begins. You know the
Moslem customs—how she lived cherished and protected.

